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System Access Policy 
Modes to serve: 

• Connecting transit and ferry services  

• Paratransit pick-up and drop-off  

• Pedestrian access  

• Bicycle access  

• Private vehicle pick-up and drop-off  

• Vehicles requiring parking  

Prioritize investments by: 

• Ridership  

• Total cost of ownership or total lifecycle 

cost to Sound Transit, including 

partnership costs for joint projects with 

third parties  

• Sound Transit and local jurisdiction plans 

and planning documents  

• Public input  2 



Station area for 
evaluation and 
improvements  
• Scarce resources create tradeoffs 

for access projects, or other 
transportation needs 
 

• Keeping regional transit 
improvements close to station 
footprint helps maintain project 
scope, schedule and budget 

 



System Planning - Access Evaluation 
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 • Project detail sheets 
include several 
measures 
 

• Density of population 
employment confers 
many socioeconomic 
benefits to those with 
access 

 



Ease of Non-Motorized Access 
Connectivity factors 

• Barriers (often highways and open space)  
• Intersection density 

Graphic via street-sense.org 



Station Typology Average Range of Non-
Motorized Access 

Urban CBD 75-85% 
Urban, Non-CBD 70-80% 
Suburban 25-35% 

Intermodal Transit Center 20-30% 

Percentage of Non-Motorized Access 

Broad station area typologies were derived from TCRP Report 153: Guidelines 
for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations 



Programming Capital Costs for Access 
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Park and Ride Projects 
At existing Mountlake Terrace and Tukwila lots, and North Sammamish 
 
Corridor- and Region-wide Funds 
• System Access Fund (R-05)  

 Pedestrian, bicycle, transit transfer, pick-up/drop-off 
• Sounder Access Fund (S-15)  

 Primarily park and ride 
 
Project Allowances 
• Non-motorized Access Allowance 
• Bus-rail integration facilities 
• Park-and ride 
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